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Seeds of Change Tropical Field Research    

Purpose 

Your student will do research in leading-edge life science 

fields with Ph.D. scientists and graduate students. They 

will develop independence, resilience, maturity, and 

flexibility.  Through state-of-the-art instruction, students 

will learn skills to thrive in group projects.  They will 

develop grit and passion for meaningful projects that will 

set them up for leadership in any future career. They will 

have a leg up when applying for university, scholarships, 

and coveted university internships. One of Liberty’s 

previous SOC scholars won a 2-year internship with a 

computer science professor at the University of Minnesota.  

Students earn 3 college lab credits for the program. 

 
Destination 

 Our destination is La Anita Rainforest Ranch, the site of 

a new multi-million-dollar Seeds of Change Research 

Facility designed specifically for high school student 

research. This area of Costa Rica has some of the 

highest biodiversity in the world. (The picture on the 

right is the view outside student cabins.) The last 2 days 

will be spent on the coast.  

Timeline 

October   Register at www.SOC-CR.org 

November 15th   Deadline to Register* 

2023 January 14th  Preparation Lab #1 

2023 February 4th  Preparation Lab #2 

2023 April 1st   Preparation Lab #3 

2023 April 29th  Preparation Lab #4 

2023 June 19th  Parent Info Meeting/Packing Party 

2023 June 23-July 3 Costa Rica Field Research 

2023 July 5  Student Presentations at Liberty 



 

 

    Liberty Alumni Research (select slides from presentation):  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

20% DEET 

Natural product (discovered by 
these students) inhibited 3 
species of pests of cocoa crops 



Program Costs 

$4,150 includes airfare, all transportation within Costa 

Rica, all meals while in Costa Rica, lodgings for 10 days, 

use of a Research Facility, classes and project 

mentorship by Ph.D. scientists and graduate students.  

Guided excursions: night hike through rainforest, 

horseback trail ride, cacao plantation tour, waterfall 

hikes, swimming, turtle hatchery tour and hatchling 

release, beach day, and more.  Payment plans are 

available through SOC.  This cost is similar to or less 

than the cost of 3 lab credits at a university.   

 

 



Frequently asked questions: 

1. What are next steps?  Sign up for the parent email group.  Follow directions on the “How to Sign Up” 

handout to register on the SOC website. 

2. Are scholarships available?  Fundraising?  While Seeds of Change does not offer scholarships, they do 

have a fundraising program selling coffee. A parent volunteer coordinates the coffee fundraiser for 

students. Seeds of Change provides superior quality coffee grown at elevation in Costa Rica at $6 per 

bag. Students sell each bag for $15. For every bag sold, we deduct $9 from the program cost. See the 

brochure for more information. We also encourage students to submit grant applications to civic 

organizations in their area:  Lions, Rotary, Kiwanis clubs or foundations that provide funds for STEM or 

extracurricular activities. The Ann Bancroft Scholarship is available for girls.  GoFundME and Facebook 

Fundraising can be ways to rally financial support from family and friends. 

3. Will my student need immunizations?  All student international travelers are strongly encouraged to 

discuss this program and destination with their doctor. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Traveler 

website www.cdc.gov lists recommended and required vaccines for US travelers. You will sign a 

medical form and waiver that requires disclosure of any medical conditions your child is being treated 

for or require special emergency procedures, e.g. allergies, diabetes, mental health, or seizure issue.  

In 2023, a COVID vaccine is strongly encouraged, but not required.  All students must provide SOC with 

a negative third-party COVID antigen test 72-24 hours before departure.   

4. What are the facilities like? Four-six students share each cabin with bathrooms en suite.  The water is 

treated and safe to drink. Meals are served in a centrally located dining room and are restaurant 

quality. 

 
 


